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International Workshop on Participation in development cooperation in Bensberg
The international workshop “new opportunities for participatory processes in development cooperation” held on 4 and 5 October 2007 in Bensberg deepened the exchange between African and European Justice and
Peace organisations. Special recommendations were formulated for actors from the Church and politics who are involved in development work
in order to promote participation of the population and local people in
development processes. One recommendation related to time: empowering people to self help, ownership developing, capacity building, networking, all this takes time – more time than often projected. The partners in the dialogue agreed that for an effective development and a successful development cooperation it is necessary to take time and to give
time.
The dialogue process will be continued in Tanzania in the third week of
January 2008 at the expert seminar on “Instruments of participation” organized by Misereor, AGEH and Justice and Peace, again in cooperation with
African partner Churches, this time with SECAM, the All-African Bishops’
Conference.

“Prospects for Africa - Europe’s Policies“ /
German EU Council Presidency
Justice and Peace Germany was involved in the preparation and realisation
of different conferences and activities of the VENRO project “Prospects for
Africa – Europe’s Policies”, for instance in the consultation workshop on a
joint EU-AU strategy for Africa in Bad Honnef on 23 and 24 April 2007, in
the international conference on the role of NGOs in EU policies “Building a
strategic partnership of Civil Society in the North and South” on 3 and 4
June 2007, and it constructively accompanied the Joint Parliamentary Assembly of ACP/EU states in Wiesbaden from 23 to 28 June 2007.
The outcome of the project was a substantial improvement and strengthening of cooperation and exchange with African partners. The African partners
unanimously welcomed the approach practiced at the initial workshop in
November 2006, that is to base cooperation not on ready-made papers but
rather on jointly developed documents.
The VENRO project also ensured a coherent continuation of work in German, Portuguese and Slovene NGO platforms as civil society representatives
of the following presidencies.
Together with Father Ezechiel ade Owoeye from Justice and Peace in the
diocese of Ibadan/Nigeria, Dr. Hildegard Hagemann representing VENRO at
the Civil Society Forum of the European and African Union will propose
some fundamentals for participative development cooperation.
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Contributions to G8 Summit
The Civil Society Dialogue Forum with G8 sherpas was held in Bonn on 25
and 26 April 2007. The two days workshop with the Federal Government
was organized by the Forum on Environment and Development together
with VENRO. It was the first time that all chief negotiators of the G8 countries met for talks with civil society representatives. Justice and Peace was
involved in the preparation and realisation of this dialogue forum.
At the Youth Hearing on the G8 Summit, organized by the Association of
Young Catholics (BDKJ), Misereor and Justice and Peace at the UN Campus
in Bonn on 19 May 2007, (see also JP News in brief, issue no. 6, 05/2007),
representatives of BDKJ associations presented a list of demands concerning
the right to health, to education, to food and to decent work and discussed
on them with politicians and Church representatives, among them Bishop
Schwarz, President of the Conference of European Justice and Peace Commissions. The list of demands was presented to the Federal Minister for
Economic Cooperation and Development in preparation for the G8 Summit.
The contributions to the International GKKE Conference „Reform Partnership
with Africa” held in Berlin on 26 and 27 April (cf. report in issue no.6 of “JP
News in brief”, 05/2007) will be documented in the GKKE series no. 43,
available from December 2007.
GKKE hosted a meeting of civil society organisations from Africa and OECD
countries at Berlin in May, which led to an exchange with the four CoPresidents of the African Partnership Forum (APF). Prior to the G8 summit in
Heiligendamm, the German Presidency had initiated the participation of civil
society representatives in this AFP body which so far has been limited to
government representatives. The meeting on “Strengthening Africa’s Development” was organized together with the NePAD Secretariat (seated in
South Africa) on 20 May 2007. The second part of the meeting was also
attended by the four AFP Co-Presidents, among them the German minister
Wieczorek-Zeul and the Danish deputy foreign minister Ole Tomke. Bishop
Schwarz opened the deliberations. The conference of about 40 NGO representatives from African and OECD countries discussed on African issues in
the focus of the German G8 presidency. Archbishop Ndungane from Cape
Town presented the recommendations two days later to the African Partnership Forum.
Participation of civil society representatives is to be continued under the
next G8 presidency of Japan and beyond. This presupposes a continuous
accompanying of deliberations by NGOs from the OECD countries. To this
effect, a “G7-NGO-Platform-Alliance” was established some weeks ago. At
the International Conference for African Development in Tokio scheduled for
the end of November 2007, Dr. Hagemann will represent VENRO and share
the German NGO experiences in view of the following Japanese G8 presidency.

Résumé of the contributions to the G8 Summit
To give a résumé of the activities of Justice and Peace and GKKE on the G8
Summit and the EU Council Presidency in 2007 it can be noted:
The civil society dialogue brought about an increased public awareness and
opinion forming on development processes. In the context of the G8 summit
and the EU Council presidency, this had a positive effect on the participation
of the Southern partners and on the quality of deliberations for example on
peace, security and development and on the necessary interrelation of subject areas.
Politicians pay greater attention to the relevant contributions, they are more
willing to cooperate and to approve findings, but regrettably less willing to
implement and realize requests and goals.

“Decent work and international social standards for a povertyoriented development”,
This is the focus of the Commission’s activities for the next three years. The
intention is to strengthen the rights of informal workers in view of the global
precarization of labour markets, to ensure international standards and
agreements on sustainable development and to implement exemplary social
and ecological standards for the agricultural market. The project aims at
strengthening the still weak structures and networks committed to ensure
the rights of informal workers in developing countries, and at promoting the
necessary South-South network. In cooperation with trade unions, Kolping
and others, advocacy work on ILO and ECOSOC (United Nations Economic
and Social Council) and civil society dialogue on it will be intensified. The
project follows up the previous activities in the field of development.
In answer to the guide on “Decent work in a globalised world”, published by
JP Germany and the Federation of German Trade Unions (DGB) on 1 May
2007 (as reported in issue no.6 of „JP News in brief”), the former federal
minister of labour Müntefering in a letter addressed to Bishop Dr. Reinhard
Marx and Michael Sommer, the presidents of Justice and Peace Germany
and the DGB, underlined the importance of an international framework for
social market economy. In this context he considered the international enforcement of minimum social standards, the promotion of responsible management and the implementation of ILO agreements to be particularly important.

Report on the state of human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina
The Bosnian Justice and Peace Commission again presented a report on the
state of human rights in B&H in the year 2006 which, as agreed, was published by the German Commission (issue 111 of the series on Justice and
Peace). The report manifests the growing frustration of the Bosnian partners on the situation in their country. The in parts very harshly described
circumstances give expression to the precarious mood prevailing in B&H.

Elections in Togo/Network Togo
Togo network organized a first international meeting in Bremen on 26 and
27 April 2007 which was attended by a representative of the Togolese embassy and where organisations from Togo gave an assessment of the situation. The results of the meeting were presented to the head of the appropriate department of the Federal Foreign Office.
Prior to the elections in Togo on 14 October 2007, the network wrote a
letter concerning the European observance of the elections to the responsible bodies in the EU and to the foreign ministry in which it listed a number
of criteria for assessing the elections’ compliance with democratic and human rights standards.
During the International Workshop on participation in Bensberg on 4 and 5
October 2007, it was announced that the 3000 national observers at the
elections who had been selected and trained by Justice and Peace Togo
were refused accreditation without giving any reasons. Michael Gahler,
member of the European Parliament and Vice-president of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly of ACP/EU states agreed to submit the matter to the EU
Commissioner for Development Aid.
European and international election observers on the whole were positive
about the course of elections whereas voices from Togo varied in their assessment of irregularities in vote counting and forwarding of election results.

General Assembly 2007 of JP Europe in Kyiv

This year’s General Assembly including an International workshop on dealing with the Soviet heritage was held in Kyiv from 21 to 25 September
2007. The preparation of this first workshop in the history of JP Europe in a
post-soviet country proved to be difficult with regard to ecumenical questions. In preliminary talks, Cardinal Kasper and the Nuncio to Ukraine repeatedly pointed out the enormous conflict potential related to the
topics to be discussed. It was, however, agreed that the issue
of dealing with the Soviet heritage is of central importance to
the further development in Ukraine.
The workshop with its stopovers in Babyn Jar, Bykyvnia and
Chornobyl achieved to integrate the Russian Orthodox Church
and to encourage the Ukraine partners in their reconciliation
work.
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The following General Assembly elected the new presidency: As from October 2008 to October 2011, the French Commission will take over presidency.
Gerard Defois, Bishop of Lille, will preside the conference, Sr. Marie-Laure
Denès will assume the function of secretary general.

Concerted Actions of the European Conference
The Portuguese JP Commission suggested a Concerted Action 2007 to en-

courage a restrictive EU arms export policy.
The Portuguese EU Council Presidency intends to revive the process to encourage a restrictive EU arms export policy with the aim of establishing the
EU Code of Conduct in a Common Position and thus to make it more binding. The Concerted Action wants to support this initiative with appeals to
the national governments. Bishop Dr. Marx wrote a letter on that matter to
Federal Chancellor Dr. Angela Merkel.
A Concerted Action on poverty reduction is planned for 2008, which will
include a joint declaration during Lent 2008 entitled “No breadcrumbs but
justice” as well as an art exhibition in the premises of the European Parliament in Brussels or Strasbourg.

Albania EDP
Poverty and migration in Europe were at the centre of the Albania EDP of
the European Conference from 12 to 20 October 2007 entitled „Poverty
and Migration - Challenge to the development of peoples“. EDP partners
were the Archdiocese of Shkodre and the Albania JP Commission. The
exposure to the life of hosting families, their sincere hospitality and bitter
poverty were intense experiences. Equally intense was the confrontation
with partly archaic views on
gender roles, honour and blood vengeance particularly as these customs are practised in a near European culture. The two faces of
migration became apparent: emigration as the only chance of education, development and income for persons and families, and, on the
other side, empty villages, “brain drain” and signs of the FailingState-Syndrome or non functioning state structures everywhere.
With this EDP, the European Conference created an unusual framework for reflections on the 40th anniversary of Populorum Progressio
by approaching the question of integral development from the perspective of its poorest member countries.

Third European Ecumenical Assembly EEA3 in Sibiu
From 4 to 9 September 2007, 2.100 delegates from Christian churches in
Europe and approximately 400 other participants met in Sibiu/Hermannstadt
in Romania to discuss on “The light of Christ shines upon all. Hopes for renewal and unity in Europe”. In spite of all lights and shadows on the EEA3,
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it turned out that the Charta Oecumenica will remain of fundamental importance for the future of ecumenism. For the final message of EEA3 and
the brief, but concise youth delegates statement, as well as other contributions from church representatives and politicians, please visit
www.oekumene3.eu. Members of the German JP Commission represented
the German Bishops’ Conference in Sibiu. In the Peace Forum, the German
Commission portrayed its work on dealing with burdened past and reconciliation and the European Conference conveyed its experiences with Northern
Ireland and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The suggestions of EEA3 will be taken
into consideration in preparing the ecumenical church assembly in Munich,
Germany, in 2010. The recommendation that the period from 1 September
to 4 October be dedicated to prayer for the protection of Creation and the
promotion of sustainable lifestyles will be implemented in 2008 already.

GKKE: “Halftime for the Millennium Development Goals”
On 5 July 2007, GKKE published its sixth report on poverty reduction entitled “Halftime for the Millennium Development Goals” on the occasion of a
conversation with the president of the German Parliament’s committee on
economic cooperation, Thilo Hoppe MP, and the Federal Government’s
commissioner for the MDGs, Stephan Ohme. The report is an interim assessment of the poverty reduction concepts and strategies of the BMZ. The
report also examines the strategy favoured by the BMZ of implementing the
MDGs with the new instruments of cooperation designed in the Paris declaration. The report criticises that a substantial analysis of poverty reduction
strategies will be replaced by formal procedures within the ministry and the
Parliament’s lack of political will to a consequent poverty-oriented development policy.

Data base on arms exports
BICC has revised and completed its website including country reports and a
data base published with GKKE. The data base evaluates the correspondence of 170 countries to seven criteria of the EU Code of Conduct. Information on approved arms exports and actual figures of war exports since
1999 have just been added in the respective country reports.
As of 2007, the country evaluations are illustrated with an interactive map.
Specific information may be accessed by clicking on a region or country. 16
detailed country reports were updated.
For the database, please visit at www.bicc.de/ruestungsexport/database or
www.ruestungsexport.info

Expert group “Good Governance – Human Rights, Democracy and
Development“
The recently founded expert group “Good Governance” presided by Renate
Wilke-Launer will work on “democratic budgetary policies” with special emphasis on process-oriented criteria such as transparency, accountability and
participation. The focus will be on aspects of pro-poor budgeting, gender
budgeting and peoples budgeting. Particular attention will be paid to major
budgetary items, i.e. youth/education, armaments (military spending) and
health.
In a meeting on 25 October 2007, the expert group presented the results of
a survey on the “participation of church organisations in budgetary processes in Africa”. It contains the answers of partners in Africa given in a first
inquiry on “democratic budgetary policies”.

Bonn Forum Church and Development: “Elites and poverty reduction”

Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA) were on the agenda of a meeting
of the Bonn Forum on 7 May 2007, which was organised by the EED. The
discussion centred on the question as to what extent a liberalization of international trade can promote Africa’s development.
“Elites and poverty reduction – a social responsibility of intellectual elites”,
this still controversial issue was the topic of a meeting on 25 October 2007.
The discussion also dealt with concepts and practices of church institutions
in providing scholarship for intellectual elites. Recipients of a KAAD grant
made substantial contributions to the discussion in terms of elites as
“agents of change“: Not only potentials for the development of the home
countries were identified, but also refusals to make use of them and develop them into shared responsibility for the common good.

EDP e.V. under new presidency
The general meeting of EDP e.V. was reconstituted in Berlin on 26 October
2007. Michael Steeb, AGEH managing director, was elected president for the
next term of office from 2007 to 2011. He replaces Bishop emeritus Leo
Schwarz who has successfully consolidated and given important impetus to
EDP’s work in the past years. Bishop Matthias König of Paderborn, member
of the Commission for International Church Affairs and Migration of the
German Bishops’ Conference was elected vice president. Other members of
the board of directors are Dr. Bernd Bornhorst, Misereor, Prälat Bernd
Klaschka, Adveniat, Ulrich Pöner, department for international church affairs
and migration of the German Bishops’ Conference and Dr. Rolf Schumacher
of the Central Committee of German Catholics.

40th anniversary of the German Commission for Justice and Peace
The 40th anniversary of the German Commission for Justice and Peace will
be celebrated on 7 December 2007 at Katholisch-Soziales Institut in Bad
Honnef. The congress on “Integral Development for all – how about the
learning capacity of the Western culture?” on 6 and 7 December 2007 will
take a critical look at the Commission’s work and develop perspectives for
its future work on the basis of the encyclical Populorum Progressio (1967).
Get more details about the congress and the collection of documents on the
40th anniversary of Justice and Peace in a special edition of “JP…News in
brief” to be published in December 2007.
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